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The party went, they were arrested, their names taken, and they
were let off. Fresh parties have since been regularly going with
the same result. Of course Maharashtra will never lag behind
in suffering. It possesses the hardiest body of workers in India.
It is remarkable how in every province the front rank leaders
have run the boldest risks. But whilst Mr. Kelkar and his party
had rxot the good fortune to be imprisoned, the Ajmcr people
fared better. On prohibition notices being issued, the workers
regarding picketing as a "religious right" took up the challenge.
Pandit Chand Karan Sarda says:
Swaraj Sena1 volunteers were posted on all liquor shops. The Government
also posted its police force and mounted sawars on each shop with
orders to arrest the pickets. As soon as one batch was arrested, the
reserve volunteers took their place. The police arrested only 17 volunteers
who were summarily tried and sentenced to 4 months and 3 weeks'
rigorous imprisonment.
They offered no defence. No more arrests seem to have been
made at Ajmer. Where picketing can be practised without vio-
lence and ill will against the liquor dealer or the drinker, it is a
moral duty. That it has advanced the cause of temperance as
nothing else has, no one can deny. Only the other day at Karamsad2
the Christian and Hindu Dheds gratefully informed me that
as a result of picketing they had banished drink from their midst*
Bombay has forfeited the right for the time being at any rate be-
cause of its wanton and malicious destruction of Parsi liquor
shops and its disgraceful behaviour towards Parsis arid Chris-
tians on the fateful 17th November and the two following days.
I hope, however, that wherever picketing is practised, it will be en-
trusted to men or women of unimpeachable character and car-
ried on in the friendliest spirit. We do not want to make people
virtuous by force,
LIBEL ON MAHARASHTRA PARTY
Apropos of Mr. Kelkar's letter, I must not omit to mention
that the criticism passed against the leaders who went to Akola
was most undeserved. Here is what Mr, Kelkar says in the letter
from which I have quoted:
Before concluding I wish earnestly to repudiate the most unkind
charge levelled against me and the Akola Conference. Personally I was
a mere witness and nothing more than a Regulator of Debate. None of
1 Swaraj Army
2 Gandhiji was at Karamsad on December 17,